children.

As high-stakes testing becomes a reality in more and more states, ea
the awkward position of defending the belief that the g
areas is a continuous and ongoing assessment, and
a-year testing event.

One of the most comprehensive on-going as
system for the collection of authentic i sment is a term that conveys that students
are given opportunities to work in th ' Fand skills in the same ways that they are used
are products of children's work that reflects real
rather than contrived instructional situations.
The collection of these work samples alonXgi grded observations of children's interactions

effective use of informatio i h is the teacher's knowledge of child development
and skill as a keen observer.

guide the dé and the recording of observations. The criteria should be
based on the } and research-based child development milestones. The
method of colld ;- i children's behavior and responses varies. The method

ber of teachers observing and interacting with the children on a

3 which the work was done. This method of collection is critical in the development of
a timeline of progre at this system promotes. Children's successes are being monitored, not their failures.
The obs w0 and tion of work is to be viewed as part of the instructional process and not separate. It

achers can co
portfolio. This

nce with children as young as four years about the work they feel should be kept in the
rencing is a part of the instructional time as children are beginning to evaluate their work
and to discuss the process they went through in completing the task. Teachers, in their use

uct of their work through the conferencing process. For children who want the work to go home
and to remain in the portfolio, a copying machine easily solves the dilemma. Using photographs and


http://www.pbs.org/teachers/earlychildhood/articles/assessing.html

constructing block structures to record projects provide a means to capture cooperative learning experiences
as well as illustrations of progress in the use of various media and construction materials.

Examples of authentic work samples are:

Children's art work collected periodically throughout the year

Samples of children's writing such as in journals or with the case of very young children,
such as writing their name on a picture or attempting to design a menu for the "restaur
in the dramatic play area of the classroom

Photographs of a child's block tower or snap block structure

Photographs of children's cooperative work such as murals or the on-going recor
the temperature for a month

attempts
ing constructed

Pass along portfolios are those that move from grade to grade, f;
school year, the parents and child determine the work that will b
home. Some teachers send the portfolios home at the end of the sc
upon during the years to come.

ing the child. At the conclusio
along and the work that wil
r for parents to keepgd reflect

Numerous on-going assessment systems for you i ents guide the
teacher's observations and offer a means to a i are being given

opportunities to grow in all domains. The fo O i i on some of the most
widely used assessment systems:

High/Scope: The Child Observation ¥
http://www.highscope.org/
Teaching Strategies: Comprehensive C N raining and Evaluation for Early
Childhood Education h yww.teachi

n explaining the reasons why on-going assessment is a
on young children's progress.

importantly, it can b\giled as a tool in the sharing of progress with the child's family and with the child herself.
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