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Two Column Notes Comprehension Strategy 

 
The Two-Column Note-Taking strategy encourages students to identify important 
information in a reading, and then respond to this material. You can use this strategy to help 
students organize new information to aide in comprehension and use in a discussion or begin a 
writing activity. 

Sample 1 
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Sample 2 

 

Easy Two-Column Notes Guidelines 

• Include title and date. 
• List big ideas on the left column. 
• List subtopics on the right column. 
• Leave plenty of empty space for personal 

thoughts/connections. 
• Remember that each paragraph has a big idea. 
• Use words, phrases, and abbreviations, not 

complete sentences. 
• Add pictures, if helpful. 
• Make notes neat and complete. 
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Sample 3 – Create Template 

 
 


